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Research Component 
 
 
 
The content of the Transitions exhibition is the outcome of research and design work undertaken within the Interior 
Design undergraduate course, with particular regard to the influence of Japanese arts on the evolution of Western 
design throughout the 19th Century to the present day. 
 
An esteem for nature and the geometric as evinced through the Japanese arts resonated well the Arts and Crafts 
movement in Europe, and subsequently led to the birth of the other craft based arts. It is in view of these historical 
considerations, through deconstruction and analysis of the era that enables us to reflect and understand how the 
cross-cultural migration of ideas and design approaches can be enveloped and experimented within our own 
contemporary design practice. The design process for Transitions initially involved experimentation with traditional 
printing techniques such as Japanese woodblock, linocut, embossing and others to further develop conceptual 
patterns or motifs derived from perceived influences upon contemporary Australia from other cultures. The printing 
workshops represent a novel approach to design, whilst at the same time highlighting an esteem for craft-making 
in the development of a design artefact. 
 
